






Recovery project 

This year has been a mix of heart breaking stories, small victories and some major life changes. 

I remark on two recent conversations. One with a 
young man now free of crack cocaine and heroin 
and healed by all accounts of Hepatitis C.
He has been through a really tough time of 
homelessness and physical agony as he has 
battled his addiction. Today he is making steps as 
Jesus draws him to himself and he is housed and 
attending Osmaston Road Baptist Church with 
whom we work in partnership. 

The other conversation was with a Pastor 
recently moved to Derby.   He spent the day 
shadowing the mission and its work. He asked me 
over lunch what we did in the Recovery project. 
‘We worship the LORD’ I replied. What we do in 
the Recovery project is about seeing Christ in the 
face of the poor. I explained that the outreach 
work we do among addicts, alcoholics and the 
homeless is an act of devotion. ‘Do it for any other 
reason and you will fail’ I say. ‘Do it for results, 
you will be largely disappointed. For conversions, 
same thing.’ I went on to cite other reasons. Then I 
explained that if you serve these people as if they 
were Christ, they will see and experience his love 
through us, and it is this that changes lives. 

We do see miracles, but more often we see agony 
and pain. However, our deepest desire is that 

through us they will see and touch the love and 
mercy of God in what we do among these very 
broken people. We invite you this coming year to 
do the same.... 

“Rough Sleeping on our City Streets is still a priority for the City Council and we 
are working very hard to reach the Government’s targets to end rough sleeping 
altogether.  This is, as you all know an ongoing problem that we would dearly like 
to see come to an end but we still have a long way to go… I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all those concerned who now support the excellent 
partnership working in the City and because more agencies/groups are working 
more closely together we are making an impact. Glynis Hawkes
Young Persons’ Housing Advisor & Rough Sleeper Co-ordinator, Derby City Council

God has spoken to his people over the years about being different by 
demonstrating care for orphans and widows, offering the homeless wanderer 
shelter, maintaining justice in the courts for the poor, feeding the hungry and 
clothing the naked. So often these challenges are related to our worship, going as 
far as ‘away with the noise of your songs’ if you will not do what is just and right by 
the most vulnerable people around you. The things that leave people vulnerable 
and feeling that they have no choices and no way out of their situation change as 
our society changes, but God’s call to His church remains the same. Be distinctive 
by walking alongside the most vulnerable and broken people around you.

Graham Watkins, Pastor, Osmaston Road Baptist Church



Basics bank Sharon writes about Jenny’s story (not her 
real name, and not pictured). Jenny came 
to one of our clinics in April 2010, having 
heard about us through friends. She came as 
an incredibly depressed and broken person, 
having endured an abusive relationship 
with her husband for a long time. Then, after 
fleeing from him, she’d had a relationship with 
a man who exploited her for her money and 
to support his drinking habit. She had lots of 
different sorts of money problems, and spent 
many sessions in tears. She really had come 
to the end of herself and felt that her situation 
would never get any better. Her outgoings far 
outweighed her income and her situation was 
desperate. We helped her by:

●	 Getting a large portion of Council Tax 
owing completely written off. 

●	 Applying for, and explaining to her, the 
various different welfare allowances  
she is entitled to.

●	 Providing food parcels for her - most 
weeks she didn’t even have enough 
money to top up her utility meters, after 
buying food.

●	 Agreeing on her behalf for non-priority 
debts to be repaid at a much lower 
rate, meaning that she has more money 
available each month.

We have seen prayer after prayer answered for 
Jenny and things have happened very quickly. 
She now comes to the clinic with a smile 
on her face and chats to the volunteers in a 
very relaxed way. She is no longer carrying 
the oppression of debt, and is a completely 
different person to the one we first met three 
months ago. Some of her self esteem has 
returned and she knows she has people 
around her who care and are able to offer 
support whenever she needs it. Praise God for 
changed lives, like Jenny’s!

‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the 
rights of the poor and needy’. 
Proverbs 31:8-9 (NIV)

We are continually thankful for the number of 
clients we are able to help. In just 3 months (April 
to June 2010) we assisted 9 people to become 
completely debt free, arranged 56 debt repayment 
plans, avoided court action 7 times and had 3 
people’s debt partially written off. 

The last few months have seen several changes to 
the way Basics Bank is run. Ruth and Andy retired 
in May, but are thankfully still volunteering one day 
a week. A number of new volunteers have joined 
and they will be doing a variety of tasks. Basics 
Bank, as it currently stands, will be split into two 
projects. The food parcel service will keep the 
Basics Bank name and will continue to supply 
goods to those in short term hardship situations 
but not necessarily in debt. A new volunteer 
couple have come onboard to run this project. 

Alongside this, Jubilee is the new name for the 
debt and welfare benefits advice service. The 
name comes from the year of jubilee in Leviticus 
25, which is linked to the year of the Lord’s favour 
in Isaiah 61.
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The table below shows some brief statistics 
from the year to April 2010.

Conversations with members of the public..... 18,347

Spikeys given out........................................... 12,050

Bottles and other glass items disposed of.........4,688

Conversations with Police/Door Staff/
Taxi Marshalls...................................................4,396

Pairs of flip-flops given out................................1,405

Persons calmed (not arrested).............................850

Bottles of water given out.....................................593

Drunk persons assisted........................................531

Incidents of First Aid treatment.............................239

Distressed persons assisted.................................192

Persons arrested after attempts to calm.................53

‘Thanks to the dedicated, voluntary work of 
the Street Pastors Derby City is a safer place. 
As someone who has been able to go out with 
them on a Saturday night I am well aware of 
all the services they provide to people that 
generally have had too much to drink.’

Mrs Pauline Latham OBE MP
Member of Parliament for Mid Derbyshire

‘The Street Pastors are now firmly established 
as a part of the joined-up response to issues 
within the City Centre Night Time Economy. 
The teams fulfil an important role, interlinking 
with police, door staff, taxi marshalls and 
others. They are a splendid example of how 
the voluntary sector can work effectively in 
partnership with the statutory and private 
sectors, and make a real and positive 
difference to Community Safety. ‘

Inspector Nick Daines
Head of Crime Reduction
Derby Community Safety Partnership

STREET PASTORS

Street Pastors have now been on the streets 
for 18 months, and what a time it has been! 

There have been countless times when we 
have helped people. There have, inevitably, 
also been incidents of violence and 
aggression where we were unable to help, and 
we pray that God continues to bring His peace 
onto our streets. One of the best comments 
we’ve had from a member of the public was 
from a couple who said, ‘You make us feel 
safe to come into the city’ and, ‘It’s nice to see 
Christians doing what it says on the tin. I may 
not be a God-fearing man but you guys are 
real Christians’. We now have 52 active Street 
Pastors from 23 different churches, covering 
11 denominations. This inter-church working is 
one of the best elements of Street Pastors and 
is reflected on the streets when we receive 
comments like, ‘You mean you’re not all from 
the same church?’ Not only has partnership 
been great amongst the churches, but we 
have continued to cement the on-the-ground 
relationships with the Police, Taxi Marshalls 
and door staff. All three are now confident 
in our skills and special abilities and are 
regularly asking us to assist and even take 
over when dealing with situations.



‘The Street Pastors work on the Austin Estate 
is an innovative approach to working with 
young people and the work they are doing 
is really valuable. Their ability to engage 
young people in positive activities and help 
them find a sense of purpose is outstanding. 
There is a real movement behind their 
football sessions which routinely attract large 
numbers, and local youngsters really want to 
be a part of what is going on.’

Chief Inspector Sunita Gamblin
Community Safety Manager, Derby Division
Derbyshire Constabulary

‘Derby Street Pastors go from strength 
to strength. The scheme has developed 
beyond the city centre into our estates.  
This additional activity is focused on the 
vulnerabilities associated with criminal 
gangs and complements the work of our 
partners and the local community. I do not 
under estimate their role as a partner in the 
fight to reduce alcohol related harm and 
associated criminality. We will continue to 
work in partnership with them to reduce 
harm and crime”

Chief Superintendant Andrew Hough
Divisional Commander, D Division
Derbyshire Constabulary

We are honoured to have won the first Derbyshire 
Constabulary Community Achievement Award in 
October 2009, against some very worthy other 
projects. This was initiated by senior police 
officers who wanted to recognise the hard work 
and challenges that are met by volunteers who 
want to improve the quality of life for local 
people. Another highlight was being invited to 
a Civic Reception hosted by the Mayor, Sean 
Marshall. This was held at the Council House and 
included a tour of the Council Chambers and 
the Mayor’s Parlour. We all felt honoured that the 
Mayor thought so highly of the Street Pastors.

We have been in both the local and national 
media this year.  The biggest coverage was 
on the BBC’s ‘One Show’ at Easter. (If you still 
haven’t seen the clip it can be viewed on the 
Derby City Mission website). There was also an 
article in the Independent on Sunday. In the 

local press, Alasdair has been 
interviewed on BBC Radio Derby 
a number of times and there have 
been numerous articles about us 
in the Derby Evening Telegraph.

In November 2009 we started 
patrolling the Streets of the 
Austin estate (Sunnyhill), 
Allenton and Sinfin.  

This is a very different work to the city centre. 
The focus is to engage with the youths who hang 
around in the streets and are involved, or likely 
to become involved, in gang culture. This process 
takes a long time and only now are the kids really 
starting to engage with us. In partnership with 
Panthers FC and the Normanton Neighbourhood 
Board, one of the street pastors also started a 
very successful, and growing football project.
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In September we 
saw over 100 people 
gather for this year’s 
Invite the City to 
Supper campaign.  

Evangelist Steve Legg of the Breakout Trust  
(www.breakout.org.uk) spoke on the subject 
Christianity – Boring, Untrue and Irrelevant? and 
a sumptuous dinner was prepared by volunteers 
from Community Church Derby. It was great to 
see over 23 Churches and groups from around 
Derby participate. 

In fact the Alpha course grew from that point 
and we were thrilled to be over-subscribed 
for our shared Alpha ‘away day’ at Littleover 
Methodist Church. 130 people came and over 
40 people made a first time commitment to 
Christ on the day – fabulous! 

It has been great to see other courses expand 
not only in Derby but also across the region. 
Alasdair has spoken at several ‘away days’ and 
Alpha suppers for churches across Derbyshire.

He has also helped train churches on how to set 
up and run courses where they are. At present 
plans are in place for this year’s Invite the City 
to Supper campaign.

ALPHA CROSS-CULTURAL CONNECTION

Our cross-cultural work has been varied 
– mainly supporting churches reaching 
out to foreign nationals  and in particular, 
committee member Pastor Adam Martin, 
in the work his church does among 
Muslims, refugees and asylum seekers. 
We have been able to support refugees 
with food parcels, and last Christmas we 
provided presents for their children.  
It has been a real pleasure and joy to 
reach out with God’s love to those of other 
faiths in the city over the last year.
 
Alasdair went back to France for 6 days 
to give support to the church he had 
helped to establish there. The town of 
Calais is very impoverished and to go and 
strengthen the very few believers that are 
there was a privilege.  

It was also a great joy to have David 
Brulin, the Youth Pastor, come and spend 
a week in Derby, participating in the 
mission’s activities and learning how 
mission is done in the UK urban context.
 
Lastly, every Friday lunchtime we have 
approaches from people of different 
nationalities at our literature table in the 
city centre. Recently we had the joy of 
seeing a young Romanian come to Christ.  
We have also had very positive contact 
with people through giving away copies 
of the Jesus DVD. We are very grateful 
to London City Mission for helping with 
literature for reaching out to people  
from overseas.



CHRISTMAS 
CONNECtION

SENIOR CONNECTION

Fellowship, excellent home made tea, catching 
up on all the news, plus strengthening our faith 
in Jesus sums up well the Tea Time group which 
meets every Tuesday afternoon in Quarn Drive.

The majority of people who attend are picked up 
from their homes about 2.00pm. Everyone enjoys 
a cup of tea on arrival along with a chat. Our 
programme in the past few months has varied, 
from keep fit to quizzes. We have enjoyed hearing 
from different organisations like the Co-op, Kenyan 
Children, and Street Pastors, and from visitors 
sharing their holiday slides and overseas mission 
experiences. Members have also enjoyed flower 
arranging or a craft afternoon.

Once a month we look into the Bible, discovering 
more about Jesus and how he can encourage us 
each day. 

Everyone enjoys the home made tea prepared by a 
willing team of volunteers – some times there are 
special treats like scones, strawberries and cream! 
As the afternoon draws to a close we commit each 
other in prayer for protection, healing and blessing 
during the coming week.

It has been a delight to welcome some new 
members in the past year. If you would like to join 
our group then please give the Mission a call and 
we would be delighted to send you a programme. 
We have quite a number of men attending this 
group, so if you are over 60, you would be very 
welcome to join us.

Many have spoken of this being a life line and 
often the only opportunity to meet with others.

Please remember us in your prayers.

Geoff and Maggie Holland

This year saw another increase in 
the number of presents given out 
to disadvantaged children: 550 in 
total. As always, the key partnership 
was with Westfield and despite initial 
reservations about the ‘Giving Box’ 
instead of the ‘Giving Tree’, in the end, 
the response was better because of 
it. This year, for the first time, we also 
partnered with various local bodies to 
identify the most deserving children. 
Our thanks for their involvement go 
to Social Services, Oasis, Homestart, 
Barnardo’s, various women’s refuges 
and others. Lastly, our thanks go 
to all the volunteers and churches 
who either helped run the project or 
generously donated presents towards 
it – well done!
Penny Twist



M:POWER CITY CENTRE 
CONNECTION
St Peter’s city centre church 
continues to run a Friday lunchtime 
service  led by Council of Reference 
members Geoff Holland (DCM’s 
founder) and the Rev Miles Mitson. 
Numbers have grown from this and 
they have run a very successful 
Alpha Café from it. Meanwhile we 
have moved the literature table 
from outside the church and now 
run it at the Spot. To date we have 
distributed over 10,000 copies of 
Luke’s Gospel as part of the Book of 
Hope project to young people within 
the City. We see the urgent need in an 
increasingly biblically illiterate age to 
put the scriptures into the hands of 
young people. It is often noted that 
Jesus is a swear word to the younger 
generation, as opposed to being the 
Saviour of the World.

M:power is possibly the most unattractive in 
terms of funding yet possibly the most vital 
thing we do. 

M:power is the governance structure that 
facilitates partnership in the city. We provide a 
bank account, administrative functions, advice 
and guidance to churches and groups to help 
them work together more effectively. In fact 
without M:power there would be no Alpha course, 
no Healing on the Streets, no joint conferences, 
no Normanton Churches Easter March of Witness, 
no dealing with the media, no representation in 
the Derby City Partnership, no Life Exhibition. In 
fact virtually every short term activity we do to 
help mission happen in the city is because of 
M:power.  

Today this is a vital role for DCM in the City, 
as Churches realise the benefits of us as an 

organisation to facilitate unity and mission 
together. Our non-denominational status and our 
ability to network across streams, denominations 
and city agencies means that more is done and it 
is the heart of partnership that helps us make a 
real difference.

A considerable amount of time has been given to 
the organisation of training for churches, and for 
projects such as Healing on the Streets; Alpha; 
and the Normanton Churches Easter March of 
Witness.

Although helping such projects is very time 
consuming it does mean that more churches are 
able to work together in partnership through the 
structures of Derby City Mission. 
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PARTNERSHIP WITH CITY AGENCIES

Alasdair and Robin have been working hard 
this year increasing the Mission’s partnership 
working with various city agencies and 
committees. 

They now sit on, amongst others:

●	 Street Drinkers Reference Group
●	 Safer, Stronger and Cleaner City Executive
●	 City Centre Forum
●	 Osmaston Regeneration Board
●	 Osmaston Neighbourhood Board
●	 DoorWatch
●	 PubWatch
●	 Chellaston Neighbourhood Board

Much of this representation has come through the 
recognition of the Street Pastors within the city. 

It is a great oppotunity to be able to provide a 
Christian view into these various groups, some 
of which are making decisions that will greatly 
impact the whole city.

Derby City Mission
32 Quarn Drive, Allestree, Derby DE22 2NQ

Tel: 01332 606489/551414

Fax: 01332 551414

email: office@derbycitymission.org.uk

facebook: www.facebook.com/derbycitymission

blog: www.derbycitymission.blogspot.com

Registered charity 702027



FINANCIAL REPORT

www.derbycitymission.org.uk

Notes
The accounts have been prepared using the accruals 
basis. All numbers are subject to external examination.
Copies of the full accounts are available on request.

Income has risen considerably, primarily through 
grants for Street Pastors. However, this is in 
preparation for the coming year(s) when it is 
widely recognised that grant funding for voluntary 
organisations, especially from the public sector, is 
going to reduce dramatically. Costs have also risen but 
a large portion of this rise is due to staff changes.

In continuing times of financial hardship in this country, 
we are so thankful to God for providing for the Mission.

The surplus does include the tax refund due on Gift 
Aid donations.

Robin Miller, Operations Manager 

We would like to thank all individuals, churches and 
grant makers for their support. Grants received:-
Street Pastors: Derbyshire Criminal Justice Board, 
Derby City Council and Derby Community Safety 
Partnership
Basics Bank: 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
Derbyshire Community Foundation – Targeted Support 
Fund

£81,713 
Staff Costs

INCOME

EXPENDITURE

£38,779 
Gift Aided Donations

£21,103 
Individual 
Donations

£24,512 
Church 

Donations

£58,662 
Grants

£2,592 
Other

£3,202 
Direct Outreach Costs

£16,480 
Office Costs

£4,344 
Premises Costs

£4,353 
Equipment Purchases

£5,298
Other Costs

£9,611 
Depreciation

Surplus £20,647 
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